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Hasekura Statement

on
The Promotion of the Social Sciences and Humanities in the Global Community
Announced by

Tohoku University, L'Orientale University of Naples, The University of British Columbia,
Heidelberg University, Sapienza University of Rome, Leiden University,
Jagiellonian University, The University of Granada

TOHOKU TR

univensity

Tohoku University, the institution that initially proposed the formation of the Hasekura League,
celebrates the 100th anniversary of the founding of its social sciences and humanities faculties in 2022. To
celebrate this occasion, leaders of the social sciences and humanities departments at eight universities
involved in Hasekura League activities from seven different countries gathered at Tohoku University to
exchange views on the promotion of the Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH). The discussions that
followed focused on the significance of the SSH in the global community and the importance of the SSH
in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM). This joint statement
presents the members’ tenets on the significance of the SSH and the role they should play in the global
community through interdisciplinary research in cooperation with STEAM fields.

We, the members of the Hasekura League, share the following values concerning the future of the SSH and
the League.

1. Academic Exchange that Values Diversity

We will promote global knowledge exchange in the SSH fields by respecting conventional intellectual
frameworks but also by relativizing them, by bearing in mind local and national values and perspectives.
and by embracing diversity. We share the belief that research results in SSH disciplines can contribute to
innovation. At the same time, this is paired with the awareness that these include important fields of study
that do not readily lead to market value and research areas that can only achieve results through long-term
and focused work.

2. Facing Global Challenges

We are committed to working to solve global problems while also addressing issues affecting individual
communities and national societies. It is clear that these challenges cannot be solved by the individual
disciplines of the SSH or by collaboration within the SSH alone. We will promote global research
collaboration which includes interdisciplinary and integrated approaches in cooperation with STEAM fields.
We will thereby demonstrate the inherent strengths of the SSH, which aim to examine humanity in terms
of historical, cultural, and societal realities.

3. Toward a Truly Global League

The Hasekura League began with Tohoku University’s invitation to European universities to participate in
exchanges, and it is continuing to expand into North America and Africa. In the future, we intend to make
the League truly global by expanding into all regions, including Asia. In addition to the exchange of
researchers, we will place particular importance on student exchange. We are of the firm belief that our
actions will lead to the realization of individual happiness and peace for humankind, and the building of a
sustainable future, through academic study and research.
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Signed on September 30, 2022

Pllo D D\ b

Hideo Ohno Roberto fottoli
President, Tohoku University Rector, L'Orientale University of Naples
- L
Toshiaki Yanagihara Sharalyn Orbigh o
Dean, Graduate School/Faculty of Arts and Letters, Department Head of Asian Studies,
Tohoku University The University of British Columbia
' 5
7
<
Kazuhito Noguchi Harald Fuess \{
Dean, Graduate School/Faculty of Education, Director of Heidelberg Graduate School of Humanities
Tohoku University and Social Sciences,
Heidelberg University
Hidenori Tozawa / Matilde Mastrangelo »
Dean, Graduate School/Faculty of Law, Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities,
Tohoku University Sapienza University of Rome

b de Jong
chool/Faculty of Economics, Scientt irector Leiden Institute for Area Studies,

Tohoku University Leiden University

Daiko Takahashi Franciszek Czech

Dean, Graduate School of International Cultural Director of the Institute of Intercultural Studies,
Studies, Tohoku University Jagiellonian University

Tatsuya Kawaf{ Simon J. Suarez Cuadros

Dean, Gradi School of Envi | Studies, Vice-Dean for Internationalization and Mobility,
Tohoku University Faculty of Arts and Humanities,

University of Granada

L el

Satoshi Chiba
Director, Center for Northeast Asian Studies,
Tohoku University
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