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Tuesday, September 18
3-4:30 p.m.

Archives of Dealing with Earthquake
Disasters in Japan: Great East Japan Great Earthquake

Marie Kobayashi toHoku universiTy

This presentation will discuss the collection of earthquake disaster materials—and their digitization—on the Great East Japan
Earthquake (hereinafter referred to as “3.11”), which occurred on March 11, 2011. Japan is located in the circum-Pacific orogenic belt,
and earthquakes occur frequently. Since the 1990s, collections of materials (e.g., books, journal articles, leaflets, photos, etc.) on
earthquake disasters have been started by libraries. Since then, the collection of resources has proven to be very useful. This is why
materials on the earthquake disaster were gathered when 3.11 took place and released as digital archives. This presentation will explain
in detail the following three points:

1. “Campaign: Donate Earthquake Disaster Materials to the Library”: Miyagi, Iwate, Fukushima prefectures were seriously
damaged by 3.11. The university library and the prefectural libraries of these three prefectures cooperated and called for the
donation of earthquake materials nationwide. The Tohoku University Library led this campaign. The donated materials that
were granted permission are published as digital archives.

2. “Michinoku-Shinrokuden”: Tohoku University gathered disaster information for research. In collaboration with enterprises,
Tohoku University made visual representations of the data. Charts, graphs, and even maps of the tsunami trajectory have
been visualized and made available to the public.

3. “Hinagiku”: A website for cross-cutting searches of earthquake archives, published in municipalities and libraries in
various regions. It is provided by the National Diet Library (NDL). In the website, a preservation project by NDL, earthquake
disaster archives are also being collected.

Marie Kobayashi

Librarian,
Tohoku University

Marie Kobayashi is a librarian at Tohoku
University. After studying library and information
science at the University of Tsukuba, she became
a librarian of Tohoku University Library in

Sendai. From 2011 to 2014, she was in charge of
cataloging and acquiring materials at the Tohoku
University Institute for Materials Research Library.
In 2015, she moved to the Tohoku University
Library system section, where she managed digital
archives and library systems and promoted open
access. During these periods, she was cooperating
with her team to support an information literacy
class for students. This year, she also has a class
of library science at the Miyagi Gakuin Women’s
University. Her research field is the cataloging of
classical books.
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